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Scott J. Bryan on Wednesday, February 21, 2024

Infighting in the Camden County Republican Party

reached the Camden County Board of Elections

and Registration meeting Thursday, as one

potential candidate wrote to the Camden County

Superintendent of Elections and asked it to handle

qualifying for this year’s primary election.

Cody Smith, a Republican candidate for Camden

County Board of Commissioners’ District 3 seat,

February 22, 2024

SEARCH

Extended

Search





Sarah Thompson




Camden County Ga. Republican Party

wrote

an

“urgent” letter to the Camden County

superintendent.

“Due to current public challenges surrounding the

identity of the group known as the Camden County

GA Republican Party Inc. … as well as specific

challenges to the corporation’s authority to appoint

party o!cials to qualify candidates … I am

requesting that the Camden County

Superintendent of Elections qualify all Republican

candidates,” Smith wrote.

Smith suggested the superintendent collect “the

accompanying qualifying fees to maintain the

electorates’ right to have Republican candidates on

the ballot and uphold the integrity of Georgia’s

Election Code until these challenges can be

resolved.”

The Superintendent of Elections – in this case, the

Camden County Board of Elections and

Registration – will qualify Democrats and

independents during the primary qualifying

period, scheduled for 9 a.m. Monday, March 4,
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Greetings, all from Salt River Antiques Mall & More!

It's First Friday in beautiful downtown St. Marys,

Georgia! Come join us this… (Read more)
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through noon Friday, March 8.

The controversy stems over whether the Camden

County GA Republican Party can legally qualify

candidates. Smith and other Republicans say the

local party has violated state law because it is a

registered private nonprofit corporation and not a

registered committee or party, and they say the

corporation has failed to file proper paperwork

with the state Republican Party and the county

elections o!ce.

“The Camden County Supervisor of Elections, it

appears, has made a special declaration that a

private nonprofit corporation with an

authoritarian model of organization is the entity

operating in complete control and jurisdiction of

a"airs related to Republicans in Camden County,

which appears to be blatant and violative action

directly contrary (to Georgia law),” St. Marys

resident Dawn Gray said.

Rachel Baldwin, the chairwoman of the Camden

County Republican Party, said the corporation’s

status has been “an ongoing issue.” She said a

motion to dissolve the corporation failed during

the 2023 Camden County Republican Party

Convention.

“We have information from the Georgia

Republican Party that whatever the o!cial county

party entity status, whether it’s a corporation or a

committee, you’re able to qualify the candidate for

the local Republican Party as long as that party is

the recognized (party) of the Georgia Republican

Party,” Baldwin said. “We have worked diligently to

follow what we understood.”

Baldwin noted there are 45 counties with

registered nonprofit corporations serving as the
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o!cial county entity for the Republican Party.

“I think there is a fine distinction that has to be

clarified at a much higher level than us, perhaps

legislatively, to get to the bottom of this solution,”

Baldwin said.
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Today's:Today's:

St. Marys City Council OKs 1st three Exit 1

projects

Camden County Schools delays hiring

new football coach

Kingsland City Council approves

contracts that will launch Plug Power

hydrogen plant

All time:All time:

Latest COVID-19 numbers for Nassau

County

St. Marys Police Department: Five charged

with murder

Police investigate apparent murder-


